Checking FSM Eligibility for 2026/2027 in the DfE System
1. Log into the DfE system and select Search All Records.
2. Click the Export to Spreadsheet icon/button located to the right of the pupil list.
3. Apply filters to the top row of the spreadsheet.
4. Review Column B (Status). The main statuses are:
· Receiving entitlement (2025–2026) – Eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) during the 2025/2026 academic year.
· Eligible expanded/targeted or Receiving entitlement expanded/targeted – Eligible for FSM during the 2026/2027 academic year under that status.
5. Select Column I (Pupil's Last Name) and sort the data A–Z.
Determining Eligibility for 2026/2027
Eligible for FSM in 2026/2027
If a pupil has:
· An entry showing Receiving entitlement (2025–2026), and
· A subsequent entry below showing Eligible expanded/targeted or Receiving entitlement expanded/targeted,
then the pupil is eligible for FSM in 2026/2027.
Not Eligible for FSM in 2026/2027
If a pupil has:
· An entry showing Receiving entitlement (2025–2026), and
· No subsequent 2026/2027 eligibility entry,
then the pupil is not eligible for FSM in 2026/2027.
Note: Where a pupil is not eligible for FSM in 2026/2027, it is the school's responsibility to inform parents. Draft notification letters are available on the HFL School Grid FSM page.
New Applications
If a pupil has:
· Only an entry relating to 2026/2027 eligibility,
then this should be treated as a new FSM application.
