HERTFORDSHIRE

ELECTIVE HOME
EDUCATION (EHE) TEAM

1 minute guide

What is meant by the term EHE?

Elective Home Education (EHE) is when a parent decides to take full responsibility for
their child’s education instead of sending them to school. EHE gives parents the flexibility
to offer their child varied types of educational activities that can respond to the
developing interests of their child and that fits in with their lifestyle.

There is no funding provided for elective home education and parents assume the
financial responsibility, including the cost of any examinations. A child who would be
eligible for free school meals will not receive this if they are home educated. If the LA
provides Education Otherwise than at School (EOTAS) or Alternative Provision, this is not
Elective Home Education.

Why is this area of work so important?

Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 states:

The parent of every child of compulsory school age shall cause him to receive efficient
full-time education suitable-

(a) to his age, ability and aptitude, and

(b) to any special educational he may have,

either by regular attendance at school or otherwise.

Hertfordshire County Council needs to identify children of compulsory school age who
are not receiving efficient and suitable full-time education. We do this by making
enquiries of parents to find out what education provision they have in place.

What should partner agencies do?

If a parent is considering EHE, they should be encouraged to find out as much as they can
before making the decision. It is a major commitment of time, energy and money! Once a
child is taken off their school’s roll, there is no guarantee they will be able to return
there, as their place may be reallocated. The parent can contact the EHE team to speak to
an EHE Officer or they can get information from our webpage Educating your child at
home.
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Schools: Once a mainstream school receives written notification that parent would like
their child removed from roll for EHE, they must fill in a RfR form and send this to the LA
together with the parent’s written confirmation. If there are any safeguarding concerns or
concerns around parental commitment to EHE, they should email the EHE team with
details. If the child has an EHCP, they should also alert the EHCCO. The child must be
removed from roll on the date stated by the parent.

If the child is on roll at a special school, consent is needed from LA in order for the
school to remove the child from roll. Special schools should send the parent’s request
for EHE to the EHCCO and to the EHE team. Until a decision is made by the LA, the child
must remain on roll and is expected to attend. The Special school should hold an EHCP
review and invite the EHCCO and the EHE Officer. The request for EHE will be considered
at provision panel.

Social workers: If a social worker finds out that a parent is considering EHE or that a child
is already EHE, they should contact the EHE team to make them aware. They should then
liaise with the EHE Officers and invite them to any relevant meetings which would help
them understand the family situation.

Parents/carers/guardians: If a parent decides to home educate, they should inform the
school of this in writing and state the child’s last day of attendance. The parent needs to
offer a satisfactory education which meets child’s needs from the outset. Parents should
respond to our EHE enquiries so we can be satisfied that a full time suitable education is
in place. If the child has an EHCP, the parent will need to liaise with the EHCCO and
contribute to the annual review. EHE provision may develop over time with experience
and parents are asked to provide us with an annual update which shows that their child
has made progress in their learning.

Who leads on this work in Hertfordshire?

Elective Home Education sits within the Virtual School. Marietta Harrow is Head of
Service, Katie Southall is Senior Strategic Lead and Anna Shaw is EHE Manager.

The EHE team makes enquires about the home education provision that is in place and
we can offer advice, guidance, support and signpost to a wide variety of resources. If the
child has an EHCP, we liaise with SEND so we can be satisfied that the child’s needs are
being met at home. We also liaise with any partner agency that are involved. If a suitable
education is not in place, we may refer to Children Missing Education (CME) to start the
School Attendance Order (SAO) process.

Key contacts

Schools should send the RfR form with parent’s written confirmation to
attendancedutyeast@hertfordshire.gov.uk or attendancedutywest@hertfordshire.gov.uk.

For any general queries about EHE, please contact the EHE team via our contact form EHE
contact form or email EHE@hertfordshire.gov.uk.
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