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Action required 

School meals for Ukrainian Refugees 
As part of the Homes for Ukraine Scheme, the government have confirmed that all those from Ukraine coming into the country under the scheme will be able to seek and take up employment and have access to benefits, which include Universal Credit (UC). Therefore, families are likely to be entitled to Free School Meals(FSM). 
This bulletin aims to provide schools with the action required and guidance about the application process for this group, and details about school funding through a government grant allocation scheme. Note, funding for families who arrive in the country via the Homes for Ukraine Scheme may vary from families entering through the Family Scheme. 
Action required 

· Schools are advised to provide a meal to children as soon as they start school whether they have arrived via the Homes for Ukraine Scheme or the Family Scheme.
· A FSM application should not be made via the HCC website (until the family’s claim for benefit has been processed).  Instead, schools are advised to keep a separate record of families in this group. See section below on application process for more details. 
The application process 
It is anticipated that there will be a lag between the time children are placed into a school and the family’s application for benefit being processed. To ensure that children are not missing out we would advise schools to provide a school meal and ensure: 

· An application for a FSM is not made via the HCC website until the family’s claim for benefit has been processed. During this interim period schools are advised to keep a separate record of these children (to include scheme they have arrived under & start date of meals). The reason for this is that HCC is unable to accurately validate their claim via the eligibility checking service (ECS) and in turn could provide further confusion for the families.
School Funding 
The Government have announced funding for education for those families who have arrived under the homes for Ukraine scheme.  It is anticipated that this will be received later in the summer term.  Funding levels will be explained to schools when distributed.
Further details will follow in due course.
Further Information

For general enquiries about UIFSM, FSMs, Music classes, applications or to check pupil data please contact us at freeschoolmeals@hertfordshire.gov.uk  

For enquiries about this article or Pupil Premium please contact us at cs.enquiries@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Please refer to the Free School Meals Guidance for information about the Introduction of Universal Credit and the phasing out of other income based benefits. 

